Dear Fr. David,

Church Parking Space in Castle Street

I understand that the Pastoral Parish Council is planning to request a dedicated parking space outside the church on Castle Street and I am writing to you to express my support for this.

I believe that we need a parking space for the following reasons:

	Having a guaranteed parking space available right outside the church would enable family and friends to drop off and collect frail, elderly and disabled parishioners safely. Particularly in the winter months when the footpaths are icy, wet or slippery with fallen leaves the shorter the distance that needs to be walked the better. I have myself experienced problems…….

The only alternatives currently available are to stop in the road, causing a blockage for through traffic and forcing the often frail passengers to make their own way across the road or to use the ramp outside the Presbytery garage, which being on a steep incline, poses a considerable risk of passengers slipping and falling especially during the winter.
Access would also be greatly improved for hearses delivering and collecting for funerals. At the moment hearses have to stop in the road, holding up traffic because the street is narrow and residents parking is usually full. The hearse then has to be parked elsewhere and time its return for the end of the service, again holding up traffic. As Castle Street is a busy cut-through route there is a considerable pressure on the funeral directors to work quickly, which is not really appropriate on such solemn occasions. In my own experience ……
The same is true for weddings where the bridal car needs to stop and block traffic at the beginning and end of the service. Having a church parking space would help to avoid delays to traffic.

I understand that the plan is to site the dedicated parking space to the right of the ramp leading to the Presbytery garage, taking up just one space in the current residents-only parking area. I think there are considerable benefits to the scheme whilst hopefully causing the minimum amount of inconvenience to other users of the Castle Street residents’ parking.

Please forward this letter with the Parish Council’s application to the North Essex Parking Partnership.

Yours sincerely,



